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 ACCESSORY BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 
 WITHIN THE CITY OF BISMARCK 
 

Obtain a building permit before starting construction.  
  
For foundation / slab requirements see tip sheet titled Foundation Construction. 
  
  
 

Required setback for garages and/or storage buildings located at least 10' from the eave of the accessory 
structure to the eave of the principal structure (house) or attachments thereto (patio decks) is 3' from the side 
and rear property lines to the eave of the accessory structure unless there is an easement.  If there is an 
easement, the entire accessory structure must be off of the easement (including overhang). 
 

If the 10' distance mentioned above cannot be maintained, the same setbacks as required for the principal 
structure must be maintained.  Those setbacks are 25' front yard, 20' rear yard, and side yards of 20% of  
the average lot width with a minimum of 6' on any side.  If there is an easement, the entire accessory  
structure must be off of the easement (including overhang).  Accessory structures located on a corner lot must 
maintain a 25' setback from all property lines adjacent to the street.   
 

Garages located in the rear yard and approached from the alley must be set back at least 20' from the rear 
property line and 3' from the side property line.  When the approach to the garage is parallel to the alley and 
the car maneuvers on private property, you must maintain a minimum of 3' from the rear and side property 
lines to the eave of the garage structure.  You must also maintain at least 10' from the accessory structure to 
the principal structure.   If there is an easement, the entire accessory structure must be off of the easement 
(including overhang). 
 

All measurements for required setback for accessory structures must be made from the eave of the 
structure and not from the base (Example:  If you have a 1' overhang and the required setback is 3', you 
must have 4' from the property line to the base of the building).  You must identify your property lines by 
locating the property pins or surveyor's stakes. 
 

The above setbacks apply to all accessory structures (garages, storage sheds, ect.) 
 

All accessory structures must be placed on a floating slab.  The floating slab for any accessory structure larger 
than 160 square feet must have a thickened edge. 
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Obtain a building permit before starting construction. 
 
For foundation / slab requirements see tip sheet titled Foundation Construction.
 
 
 
Required setback for garages and/or storage buildings located at least 10' from the eave of the accessory
structure to the eave of the principal structure (house) or attachments thereto (patio decks) is 3' from the side
and rear property lines to the eave of the accessory structure unless there is an easement.  If there is an
easement, the entire accessory structure must be off of the easement (including overhang).
 
If the 10' distance mentioned above cannot be maintained, the same setbacks as required for the principal
structure must be maintained.  Those setbacks are 25' front yard, 20' rear yard, and side yards of 20% of 
the average lot width with a minimum of 6' on any side.  If there is an easement, the entire accessory 
structure must be off of the easement (including overhang).  Accessory structures located on a corner lot must maintain a 25' setback from all property lines adjacent to the street.  
 
Garages located in the rear yard and approached from the alley must be set back at least 20' from the rear
property line and 3' from the side property line.  When the approach to the garage is parallel to the alley and
the car maneuvers on private property, you must maintain a minimum of 3' from the rear and side property
lines to the eave of the garage structure.  You must also maintain at least 10' from the accessory structure to
the principal structure.   If there is an easement, the entire accessory structure must be off of the easement
(including overhang).
 
All measurements for required setback for accessory structures must be made from the eave of the
structure and not from the base (Example:  If you have a 1' overhang and the required setback is 3', you
must have 4' from the property line to the base of the building).  You must identify your property lines by
locating the property pins or surveyor's stakes.
 
The above setbacks apply to all accessory structures (garages, storage sheds, ect.)
 
All accessory structures must be placed on a floating slab.  The floating slab for any accessory structure larger
than 160 square feet must have a thickened edge.
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